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Many of us were stunned and disheartened by the results of the 2016 
presidential election.  As if that weren’t bad enough, the Republicans have 
solidified their control of Congress and are poised to fill the vacant Supreme 
Court seat and shape policy outcomes for years. Much of the progressive 
agenda we fought so hard for is now in danger of being reversed. Millions of 
Americans are scared of the threat Trumps agenda poses to their lives. 
Incidents of racist, Islamophobic, anti-Semitic and anti-immigrant 
harassment and intimidation are on the rise.   
We cannot sit idly by and watch this happen. In the pages that follow, we 
hope to give you some concrete steps to mobilize, to educate, and to fight 
back against the politics of hate, violence and exclusion that Donald Trump 
represents. 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 

 

The mission of the NEA Peace & Justice Caucus is to promote   economic and                
social justice and peaceful resolution of conflict. The caucus will advocate that  
the NEA work for public policies that:  

 
•Promote tolerance 
•Reduce violence 
•Increase awareness of basic human and civil rights 
•Support the right of workers to organize and bargain collectively 
•Work for world peace and disarmament 
•Reduce the military budget and increase funding of education and other 
social needs 
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TELL DONALD TRUMP TO REJECT HATE AND BIGOTRY 
The campaign is over. If President-elect Trump wants to be a president for "all 
Americans," he must publicly reject hate and bigotry.  
 

 

Petition from Southern Poverty Law Center to Donald Trump 

To President-elect Donald Trump: Honor your pledge to America 

During your campaign, you denigrated people because of their race, their religion, their ethnicity, their 
gender, their disability, and more. 

You circulated racist and anti-Semitic tweets, and refused to immediately disavow the endorsement of a 
known neo-Nazi. 

Now, haters of all stripes – from white nationalists to anti-Muslim, and anti-LGBT extremists – are 
celebrating your victory. 

You must distance yourself from them. 

You have pledged to be a president for “all Americans” and to “bind the wounds of division” in our country. 

If you mean what you say, you must do two things. 

 First, you must publicly disavow all forms of bigotry. 

 Second, you must assure the country that no one associated with a hate group or any form of extremism 
will have a position, a voice or influence in your administration. Steve Bannon, who led his Breitbart News 
empire into becoming what a former Breitbart editor called "a cesspool for white supremacist meme 
makers," simply has no business in the White House.  

 Honor your pledge. The American people deserve no less from their president.  

To sign the petition online, go to www.splcenter.org 

http://www.splcenter.org/


There have been reports that Trump's 

presidential win was announced at   school 

today amidst chants of "white power." That 

white students referred to other races as their 

slaves, and at some points even spit on those 

students. 

 

 

Bullying in Schools is Out of Control since Election Day 

How the toxic rhetoric of the campaign has seeped into America's classrooms
 

E D W I N  R I O S N O V .  1 6 ,  2 0 1 6  M O T H E R  J O N E S  
N E W S  

 

 
A high school student in Berkeley, California, at an anti-Trump 
protest Elijah Nouvelage/Reuters/ZUMA 
 

In the week since Donald Trump's election, a rash of 
racist, anti-Muslim, and anti-Semitic incidents—from 
chants of "Build that wall!" to swastika graffiti—have 
surged inside classrooms, on college campuses, and in 
communities around the country.  
As of Monday, the Southern Poverty Law Center had 
collected more than 400 allegations of election-related 
intimidation and harassment nationwide. The SPLC has 
been sounding the alarm for months about the so-
called "Trump effect" in America's schools—the rise of 
classroom bullying and harassment driven, at least in 
part, by the antagonistic rhetoric of the presidential 
campaign—and more than one-third of the incidents it 
has tracked took place at K-12 schools or universities. 
These reports coincide with the release of the FBI's 
annual report on hate crimes in America. The new 
federal data, out Monday, showed a roughly 6 percent 
increase in assaults, bombings, threats, and other hate 
crimes in 2015. Anti-Muslim crimes jumped nearly 67 
percent from 2014; the 257 incidents were the most 
since 2001, when there were 481 such attacks. Black 
people faced the most race-based attacks, with 
incidents up 7.6 percent, and anti-Jewish crimes, which 
remained the highest among religious-based attacks, 
went up about 9 percent. 
Meanwhile, of the 437 alleged incidents compiled by 
the SPLC in the last week, more than 160 occurred in K-
12 schools and universities. Here are five notable 
examples: 
 

 
 
DeWitt Junior High School (DeWitt, Michigan): A day 
after the election, a teacher saw a couple of students 
lying on the ground before school started, joking they'd  
form a wall. The teacher told them to move. Later, 
students locked arms and prevented other students 
from passing. Some made comments toward minority 
students. Corina Gonzalez told the Lansing State 
Journal that her daughter tried to get to her locker 
when a group of boys blocked her. "They were chanting 
things such as, 'Donald Trump for president. Let's build 
the wall. Let's make America great again. You need to 
go back to Mexico,'" Gonzalez told the Journal. 
John Dieter, superintendent of DeWitt Public 
Schools, condemned the "reprehensible and completely 
unacceptable" actions in a letter to parents. He added 
that it wasn't a "coincidence" that the events took place 
after the election. "Our children are still processing 
everything that they have heard and seen and they are 
trying to make sense of their world," Dieter told 
parents, adding that Trump, President Barack Obama, 
and Hillary Clinton all had called for unity. "We need to 
share this message with our children and we need to 
move forward and heal." 
York County School of Technology (York, 
Pennsylvania): Video surfaced last Wednesday showing 
two students carrying a Donald Trump/Mike Pence sign 
through a hallway. One of them shouted, "White 
power!" After reports of the incident spread, 
students protested and came forward to discuss 
harassment they had experienced during the campaign 
season. Gov. Tom Wolf condemned the acts as "overt 
racism." The York Dispatch reported that last 
Friday, representatives from the Pennsylvania 
Department of Education and the state Human 
Relations Commission visited the school to evaluate the 
situation and offer support to students. And on Sunday, 
the York Daily Record reported that three students had 

http://www.motherjones.com/authors/edwin-rios
https://www.splcenter.org/hatewatch/2016/11/15/update-more-400-incidents-hateful-harassment-and-intimidation-election
https://www.splcenter.org/hatewatch/2016/11/15/update-more-400-incidents-hateful-harassment-and-intimidation-election
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/15/us/politics/fbi-hate-crimes-muslims.html?_r=0
https://ucr.fbi.gov/hate-crime/2001
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B0OSlabTICL3cC1BMDBGaF9hRVE/view
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/story/news/local/2016/11/10/claims-racially-charged-incidents-investigated-dewitt-schools/93594364/
http://drive.google.com/file/d/0B76P1qMIJ4_HZThZTTNCbTFDcVE/view
http://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/news/education/2016/11/11/crowd-gathers-near-vo-tech-protest-racial-harassment/93644668/
http://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/news/education/2016/11/11/crowd-gathers-near-vo-tech-protest-racial-harassment/93644668/
https://www.governor.pa.gov/governor-wolf-statement-on-racist-incidents-at-york-county-school-of-technology/
http://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/news/education/2016/11/15/meeting-discuss-discrimination-york-county/93922528/
http://www.ydr.com/story/news/2016/11/10/york-tech-investigates-post-election-harassment-allegations/93587446/


been disciplined, and that York Area Regional Police 
Department was investigating allegations of 
harassment. 
Victorria Markle and Eibreha Drayden, two freshmen at 
the school, told the Dispatch that they had noticed 
episodes of harassment throughout the last month. 
Markle, who is part black, told the paper that she had 
been called the N-word and threatened with stabbing 
and murder. She added she heard shouts from a group 
of students when she entered school on Wednesday.  
 
Drayden, who is part Mexican, told the Dispatch she 
was whistled at like a dog and had been told she would 
be sent over the wall. 
Council Rock North High School (Newtown, 
Pennsylvania): Council Rock School District 
Superintendent Robert Fraser sent a letter last week to 
parents across the district about acts of vandalism and 
harassment at Council Rock North High School. 
Someone wrote "I Love Trump," drew swastikas, and 
added a derogatory remark about gay people on a piece 
of paper in the girls' bathroom. Another person left 
graffiti on a toilet paper dispenser in another girls' 
bathroom, writing: "If Trump wins, watch out!" 
Someone drew two swastikas in a boys' bathroom. And 
a Latina student uncovered a note in her backpack that 
told her to return to Mexico. (Other Latinos heard 
inappropriate remarks.) 
"I cannot emphasize strongly enough how inappropriate 
these actions are and that they simply will not be 
tolerated," Fraser told parents. Newtown Township 
Police and the Council Rock School District were  
 
 
 
 
 
 

investigating. Parents and educators met to discuss 
what transpired on Monday. 
Royal Oak Middle School (Royal Oak, Michigan): At 
lunchtime, seventh-grader Josie Ramon sat in the 
cafeteria when she heard a group of students chanting, 
"Build a wall!" Ramon, who is Mexican American, pulled 
out her phone and took video and shared it with her 
mother, Alicia. "Tears were running down my 
face," Ramon told the Detroit News last week. "I was so 
upset." 
Royal Oak Schools Superintendent Shawn Lewis-
Lakin said in a statement that school personnel 
responded to the incident, adding that "because of the 
strong emotions and intensity of rhetoric" following the 
video's spread on social media, families had expressed 
concern about school safety. "In responding to this 
incident—indeed in responding to this election—we 
need to hear each other's stories, not slogans, we need 
to work towards understanding, not scoring points," 
Lewis-Lakin said last week. "We need to find a way to 
move forward that respects and values each and every 
member of our community." 
North Bend Middle School (North Bend, 
Oregon): Students shouted "Go back to Mexico!" at an 
11-year-old Colombian American student. North Bend 
School District superintendent Bill Yester told a local 
newspaper last week that while the election played a 
part in the bullying, school personnel dealt with it 
quickly and held an assembly on harassment. "We're 
going to be in good shape," he said. "We will continue 
to watch it, and parents were called about their 
students'  
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Fostering Civil Discourse: A Guide for 
Classroom Conversations 
How can you create a safe and reflective classroom where students 
learn to exchange ideas and listen respectfully to each other? What 
strategies are most effective in helping students practice 
constructive civil discourse? 

In the midst of a divisive United States presidential election and ongoing issues related to race, 
justice, and policing, educators are rightly concerned about the lessons that today’s middle and high 
school students might be absorbing. 

Educators have an essential role to play in creating classrooms where students learn to listen 
respectfully to different opinions and experiences, try out ideas and positions, and give—and get—
constructive feedback without fear or intimidation.  

You can download the full guide at http://info.facinghistory.org/civil_discourse/nea 

 

http://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/news/local/2016/11/10/york-county-school-technology-harassment/93587504/
http://6abc.com/education/official-post-election-vandalism-harassment-at-council-rock-north/1600740/
http://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/local/oakland-county/2016/11/10/royal-oak-students-chant-build-wall-cafeteria/93581592/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3jL3yxQVa9U
http://www.royaloakschools.org/Core/News/Article/2841/
http://www.royaloakschools.org/Core/News/Article/2841/
http://theworldlink.com/news/local/education/article_0d660ccf-6b33-5e45-862a-a11459fb401f.html
http://info.facinghistory.org/civil_discourse/nea


Between Wednesday, November 9, the day after the presidential election, and the morning of 
Monday, November 14, the Southern Poverty Law Center collected 437 reports of hateful 
intimidation and harassment. Many of these were associated with the name Donald 
Trump.  10,000 teachers have reported incidents of harassment and intimidation. 

Report a Hate Incident 
Please report incidents of hateful intimidation and harassment to your local law 
enforcement first. Submitting the incident to the Southern Poverty Law Center using this form will aid in our 
work monitoring incidents around the country. If you are a K-12 educator reporting an incident, please use 
this form.  

Your First Name *  

Your Last Name  

Your Email  

Where did this incident occur? * 

 School 

 University 

 Place of worship 

 Online 

 Public Park 

 Private Residence 

 Business 

 Other 

DATE INCIDENT OCCURRED * 
Date  

 
LOCATION OF INCIDENT 

City  

State
- None -

 
- None - 

 

ZIP code 

www.splcenter.org/reporthate 
  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BWKHQ5Y
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BWKHQ5Y
http://www.splcenter.org/reporthate


 

Election 2016 Resources 

The 2016 presidential campaign is unlike any other campaign in recent history. According to 2,000 teachers who 
responded to a Teaching Tolerance survey, the campaign is: eliciting fear and anxiety among children of color, 
immigrants and Muslims; emboldening students to mimic the words and tone of the campaign; and disrupting 
opportunities to teach effectively about political campaigns and civic engagement.  
 
Teachers also told us what types of resources they need to overcome these obstacles, and we listened. We hope you 
find these resources useful. We also hope you’ll encourage the adults and students in your school community to stay 
civil when discussing the election using our Speak Up for Civility contracts. 
 

These resources will help students recognize and respond to bias against immigrants, Muslims and Sikhs. 

10 Myths About Immigration Unravel misconceptions 
about immigrants and immigration with this short list. 
(middle and high school) 

Using Photographs to Expose Anti-Immigrant 

Sentiment This structured lesson helps students 

analyze hot-button media messages safely and 

expertly. (middle and high school) 

An Educator’s Guide to the Immigration Debate The 

guide and accompanying toolkit provide background 

knowledge and tips for teaching about the history of 

immigration in the United States. (high school) 

Julia Moves to the United States In this story, 

younger students will read about Julia’s experience 

immigrating to the United States. Includes  a student interview activity. (elementary school) 

Extreme Prejudice Grow your students’ religious literacy and understanding of extremism. Includes a toolkit with 

student activities and a related webinar. (high school) 

The Truth About American Muslims This guide will answer your students’ questions about Sharia law, religious clothing 

and whether Islam is a political movement. (high school and adult) 

Religious Diversity Webinars We teamed up with the Tanenbaum Center for Interreligious Understanding to produce 

this on-demand webinar series for teaching about religion across grade levels. (professional development) 

Lesson on Religious Clothing These lessons help students learn the significance of traditional religious clothing and its 

meaning to the people who wear it. (all grades) 

Zahrah’s Hijab To inspire your students’ empathy, share the story of how Zahrah responded to teasing about her hijab. 

Free registration required; then search for “hijab” in the Central Text Anthology. (elementary) 

Sikhtoons Sikh cartoonist Vishavjit Singh uses art and humor to challenge people to see the person beneath the turban. 

Free registration required; then search for “Sikh” in the Central Text Anthology. (upper elementary, middle and high 

school) 

http://tolerance.org/civility
http://www.tolerance.org/immigration-myths
http://www.tolerance.org/lesson/using-photographs-teach-social-justice
http://www.tolerance.org/lesson/using-photographs-teach-social-justice
http://www.tolerance.org/magazine/number-47-summer-2014/feature/educator-s-guide-immigration-debate
http://www.tolerance.org/magazine/number-47-summer-2014/department/julia-moves-united-states
http://www.tolerance.org/toolkit/toolkit-julia-moves-united-states
http://www.tolerance.org/magazine/number-51-fall-2015/feature/extreme-prejudice
http://www.tolerance.org/toolkit/toolkit-extreme-prejudice
http://event.on24.com/wcc/r/1165869/72622B45B5403FFFE4E02B2E087A2297
http://www.tolerance.org/publication/what-truth-about-american-muslims-questions-and-answers
http://www.tolerance.org/seminar/religious-diversity-classroom
https://tanenbaum.org/
http://www.tolerance.org/supplement/understanding-religious-clothing-early-grades
http://perspectives.tolerance.org/?q=node/1650/1
http://perspectives.tolerance.org/?q=central-text-anthology
http://www.tolerance.org/magazine/number-49-spring-2015/feature/behind-shield


“After running a campaign built on inciting divisions and hate, Donald Trump has claimed he 
wants to unite America. Yet he has done nothing meaningful to stop the wave of hate crimes 
and hate speech he has unleashed, and now has brought that strategy right into the Oval 
Office.” Sen. Jeff Merkley 
 

Trump Appointments Signal that Hate Mongering and 
Divisiveness will be a Key Feature of his Presidency 
 
Trumps top advisors include: 

 A white nationalist whose alt-right website spewed racist, xenophobic, and anti-Semitic propaganda;  

 A fierce opponent of civil rights who opposed the Voting Rights Act, wrongly prosecuted Black activists for voter 
fraud, and was denied a federal judgeship because of his racist statements; 

 An Islamophobe who has stoked fear of Muslims at home and abroad. 
 

Stephen Bannon, Chief Strategist and Senior Advisor 
Bannon was the head of Breitbart News, an alt-
right website that is home to the White 
Nationalist Right and that has engaged in racist, 
xenophobic, and anti-Semitic tirades.  According 
to Sen. Merkley (D-Oregon), under Bannon’s 
leadership, “Breitbart News created news 
sections such as ‘Black Crime’ and compared the 
work of Planned Parenthood to the Holocaust. 
Under his leadership, Breitbart News ran this 
headline following the massacre of nine church-
goers at an African American church in 
Charleston: ‘Hoist it high and proud: The 
Confederate flag proclaims a glorious heritage.”  
He called conservative commentator Bill Kristol a 
‘renegade Jew.” Steve Bannon bears substantial 
responsibility for the open and disgusting acts of 
hatred that are sweeping across our nation.” 
 

Jeff Sessions, Attorney General 
In 1886, the Republican-controlled Senate Judiciary Committee rejected Sessions, nominated by President Ronald 
Reagan to be a federal judge, after he admitted making racially insensitive remarks and calling the NAACP, the ACLU, the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference, and the National Council of Churches “un-American.  The Congressional Black 
Caucus called Sessions’ nomination to serve as the nation’s chief law-enforcer “alarming.”  “Sen. Sessions’ civil rights 
record is appalling and should disqualify him from Senate confirmation...The Attorney General must run the Department 
of Justice with a total commitment to the rule of law and must guarantee minority citizens their constitutional rights. 
The Congressional Black Caucus stands ready to oppose Senator Sessions’ confirmation as we adamantly believe his 
appointment will set us back in the advancement of civil rights and race relations across the country.” –CBC Chairman 
G.K. Butterfield 
Sessions is an ardent supporter of Trump’s immigration policy. 
 

Retired Lt. General Michael Flynn  
Flynn was forced out of his position as head of the Defense Intelligence Agency in 2014 because of his extremely 
hawkish views and incompetent management. Former Secretary of State Colin Powell called Flynn a right wing nut. 
Flynn has said that fearing Islam is rational. 



Not a Revolution — Yet 
By Mike Davis  Source: Verso   
November 17, 2016 

We should resist the temptation to over-interpret Trump’s 
election as an American Eighteenth Brumaire or 1933. 
Progressives who think they’ve woken up in another country 
should calm down, take a stiff draught, and reflect on the 
actual election results from the swing states. 
Data, of course, is incomplete. The leading exit polls, like Pew 
and Edison, are hardly flawless in their harvesting of opinion 
and the final word on the turnout and its composition must 
await the Current Population Survey’s reports over the next 
year or two. Nonetheless, the county-level returns authorize 
some pertinent observations. 
1. Turnout was initially reported to be significantly lower than 
2012, but late returns indicate the same percentage of voters 
(app. 58 per cent) although with a smaller major party share. 
The minority parties, led by the Libertarians, increased their 
vote from 2 to 5 percent of the total. 
2. With the exceptions of Iowa and Ohio, there were no 
Trump landslides in key states. He polled roughly the same as 
Romney, making up smaller votes in the suburbs with larger 
votes in rural areas to achieve the same overall result. His 
combined margin of victory in Wisconsin, Michigan and 
Pennsylvania combined was razor thin, about 107,000 votes. 
3. The great surprise of the election was not a huge white 
working-class shift to Trump but rather his success in 
retaining the loyalty of Romney voters, and indeed even 
slightly improving on the latter’s performance amongst 
evangelicals for whom the election was viewed a last stand. 
Thus economic populism and nativism potently combined 
with, but did not displace, the traditional social conservative 
agenda. 
4. The key factor in carrying the Republicans was Trump’s 
cynical covenant with religious conservatives following the 
primary defeat of Cruz. He gave them a free hand to draft the 
party platform at the Convention and then teamed with one 
of their popular heroes, Pence of Indiana, a nominal Catholic 
who attends an evangelical megachurch. At stake for right-to-
lifers, of course, was control of the Supreme Court and a final 
chance to reverse Roe vs Wade. This may explain why 
Clinton, who unlike Obama allowed herself to be identified 
with late-term abortions, underperformed him by 8 points 
amongst Latina/o Catholics. 
5. The defection of white working-class Obama voters to 
Trump was a decisive factor mainly in a lakeshore rim of 
industrial counties in Michigan, Ohio and Pennsylvania — 
Monroe, Ashtabula, Lorain, both Eries, and so on — which are 
experiencing a new wave of job flight to Mexico and the US 
South. This region is the most visible epicenter of the revolt 
against globalization. 
In other depressed areas — the coal counties of southeastern 
Ohio, the former anthracite belt of eastern Pennsylvania, the 
Kanawha Valley of West Virginia, the piedmont textile and  
 

furniture towns of the Carolinas, Appalachia in general — the 
pro-Republican blue-collar realignment in presidential politics 
(but not always in local or state politics) was already the 
status quo. The mass media has tended to conflate these 
older and newer strata of ‘lost Democrats’; thus magnifying 
Trump’s achievement. 
6. I’ve been unable to find reliable data about the turnout of 
non-college whites in key states or nationally. According to 
the dominant narrative Trump simultaneously mobilized non-
voters and converted Democrats, but the variables are 
independent and their weights are unclear in states like 
Wisconsin or Virginia (which Clinton narrowly held) where 
other factors like Black turnout and the size of the gender gap 
were likely more important. 
7. A crucial cohort of college-educated white Republican 
women appeared to have rallied to Trump in the last week of 
the campaign after having wavered in previous polling. This 
has been attributed by several commentators, including 
Clinton herself, to Comey’s surprise intervention and 
renewed skepticism about her honesty.  Disapproval of 
Trump’s rapist behavior, moreover, was counterbalanced by 
disgust at Bill Clinton, Anthony Weiner and Alan Grayson* 
(the wife-abuser who was Rubio’s Democratic opponent in 
Florida). As a result, Clinton made only modest gains, 
sometimes none at all, in the crucial red suburbs of 
Milwaukee, Philadelphia, and Pittsburgh. 
8. A fifth of Trump voters — that is to say, approximately 12 
million voters — reported an unfavorable attitude toward 
him. No wonder the polls got it so wrong. “There is no 
precedent,” wrote the Washington Post, “for a candidate 
winning the Presidency with fewer voters viewing him 
favorable, or looking forward to his administration, than the 
loser.” 
Many of these nose-holders may have been evangelicals who 
were voting the platform, not the man, but others wanted 
change in Washington at any price, even if it meant putting a 
suicide bomber in the Oval Office. 
9. Even the Cato Institute seems to believe that election 
should be interpreted as Clinton’s loss, not Trump’s win. She 
failed to come close to Obama’s 2012 performance in key 
Midwestern and Florida counties.  Despite his strenuous last-
minute efforts, the president could not transfer his popularity 
(now higher than Reagan’s in 1988) to his old 
opponent.  Ditto for Sanders. 
Although the findings are controversial and perhaps 
misinterpreted by David Atkins in the American Prospect, the 
Edison/New York Times exit polls indicate that Trump relative 
to Romney achieved only the slightest improvement amongst 
Whites, perhaps just one percent, but “bested him by 7 
points among Blacks, 8 points among Latinos and 11 points 
among Asian Americans.” 

https://zcomm.org/author/mikedavis/
http://www.versobooks.com/blogs/2948-not-a-revolution-yet


10. Whether or not that was actually the case, the lower 
Black turnout in Milwaukee, Detroit and Philadelphia alone 
would explain most of Clinton’s defeat in the Midwest. In 
south Florida a massive effort improved the Democratic vote 
but that was offset by reduced turnout (largely Black voters) 
in the Tallahassee, Gainesville and Tampa areas. 
11. Not all of this diminished Black turnout, to be fair, was a 
boycott of Clinton. Voter suppression undoubtedly played an 
important if yet unmeasured role. “Some states,” reports one 
study, “have closed polling places on a massive scale. In 
Arizona, almost every county reduced polling places. In 
Louisiana, 61 per cent of parishes reduced polling places. In 
Louisiana, 61 percent of parishes reduced polling places. In 
our limited sample of Alabama counties, 67 percent closed 
polling places. In Texas, 53 percent of counties in our limited 
sample reduced voting locations.” There is also evidence that 
discriminatory voter ID requirements — the jewel in crown of 
Scott Walker’s counter-revolution — significantly reduced the 
vote in low-income precincts of Milwaukee. 
12. An alternate explanation of Clinton’s underperformance 
in Wisconsin and Michigan was the alienation of millennial 
Sanders voters: in both states Jill Stein’s total was greater 
than the margin of Clinton’s defeat. The Green vote was also 
significant in Pennsylvania and Florida (49,000 and 64,000 
respectively). But Gary Johnson, who won 4,151,000 votes 
nationally despite his cluelessness about world politics, 
probably harmed Trump much more than Clinton. 
13. Since the 2004 insurgency of Howard Dean, progressive 
Democrats have fought uphill against Party regulars for a full 
50-state strategy that invests in base building in otherwise 
gerrymandered red congressional districts. The consistent 
failure of the DNC, for example, to make a major 
commitment to Texas Democrats — a state that is now 
majority minority — has long been an open scandal. 
The Clinton campaign, flush with funds but obviously short on 
brains, compounded a disastrous strategy. She failed for 
example to visit Wisconsin after the Convention despite 
warnings that Scott Walker’s fired-up followers were fully 
enlisted behind Trump. 
Likewise she disdained Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack’s 
advice that she set up a ‘rural council’ such as had served 
Obama so well in his Midwestern primary and presidential 
campaigns. In 2012, he managed to add 46 per cent of small 
town vote to his urban majority in Michigan and 41 per cent 
in Wisconsin. Her desultory results were 38 per cent and 34 
per cent, respectively. 
14. Ironically, Trump may have been advantaged by his poor 
backing from the Kochs and other conservative mega-donors, 
who switched priorities to invest in saving Republican 
congressional majorities. In the event Comey’s letter to 
Congress was the equivalent of $500 million worth of anti-
Clinton ads while down-ticket Republicans received an 
unexpected financial lifeline. 
15. My emphasis on the contingent and fragile character of 
the Trump coalition, however, needs to be accompanied by a 

warning about the toxic contents of his politics. As I’ve argued 
in another note, Trump is less a loose cannon and opportunist 
than usually portrayed. His campaign systematically pushed 
all the buttons associated with the white-nationalist alt-right 
whose godfather is Pat Buchanan and would-be Goebbels is 
Stephen Bannon. 
Trump, President Obama consoles us, is ‘non-ideological.’ Ok, 
but Buchanan-Bannon have buckets of ideology and it’s called 
fascism. (For those who think this is an exaggeration and that 
fascism is passé, please go to Buchanan’s site and scroll to the 
list of his most popular columns.  One blames Poland for the 
start of World War Two and another basically claims that 
Blacks should pay reparations to whites.) 
16. David Axelrod claims that it has taken only a week for the 
Republicans to fully ‘capture’ Trump and Robert Kuttner 
agrees. Perhaps. 
Certainly Trump will attempt to honor his commitment to the 
Christians and give them the Supreme Court — a goal that 
Mitch McConnell may facilitate with the ‘nuclear option’ in 
the Senate. Likewise Peabody, Arch and the other coal 
companies will get new permits to destroy the earth, 
immigrants will be sacrificed to the lions, and Pennsylvania 
will be blessed with a right-to-work law. And, of course, tax 
cuts. 
But on social security, Medicare, deficit spending on 
infrastructure, tariffs, technology, and so on, it’s almost 
impossible to imagine a perfect marriage between Trump and 
the institutional Republicans that doesn’t orphan his working-
class supporters. Mortgage bankers still rule the universe. 
17. Therefore it would not be difficult to imagine a future 
scenario where the alt-right ultimately splits with or is 
expelled from the administration and quickly moves to 
consolidate a third political force around the expanded base 
it has won thanks to Trump’s demagoguery. Or, another 
possibility, that Trump’s incendiary trade and contradictory 
domestic policies plunge the country into a new depression 
and Silicon Valley finally steps up to the plate to save the 
center-left Democratic Party. 
But whatever the hypothesis, it must take account of the real 
revolution in American politics, the Sanders campaign. The 
downward or blocked mobility of graduates, especially from 
working class and immigrant backgrounds, is the major 
emergent social reality, not the long agony of the Rustbelt. I 
say this while recognizing the momentum given to economic 
nationalism by the loss of five million industrial jobs over the 
last decade, more than half of them in the South. 
But Trumpism, however it evolves, cannot unify millennial 
economic distress with that of older white workers, while 
Sanders showed that heartland discontent can be brought 
under the umbrella of a ‘democratic socialism’ that reignites 
New Deal hopes for an Economic Bill of Rights. With the 
Democratic establishment in temporary disarray, the real 
opportunity for transformational political change (‘critical 
realignment’ in a now archaic vocabulary) belongs to Sanders 
and Warren. We must hurry. 

  



 
On January 21, 2017 we will unite in Washington, 
DC for the Women’s March on Washington. We 
stand together in solidarity with our partners and 
children for the protection of our rights, our safety, 
our health, and our families -- recognizing that our 
vibrant and diverse communities are the strength of 
our country. 
 
The rhetoric of the past election cycle has insulted, 
demonized, and threatened many of us--women, 
immigrants of all statuses, those with diverse 
religious faiths particularly Muslim, people who 
identify as LGBTQIA, Native and Indigenous 
people, Black and Brown people, people with 
disabilities, the economically impoverished and 
survivors of sexual assault. We are confronted with 
the question of how to move forward in the face of 
national and international concern and fear. 

 
In the spirit of democracy and honoring the 
champions of human rights, dignity, and justice who 
have come before us, we join in diversity to show 
our presence in numbers too great to ignore. The 
Women’s March on Washington will send a bold 
message to our new administration on their first day 
in office and to the world that women's rights are 
human rights. We stand together, recognizing that 
defending the most marginalized among us is 
defending all of us. 
 
We support the advocacy and resistance 
movements that reflect our multiple and intersecting 
identities. We call on all defenders of human rights 
to join us. This march is the first step towards 
unifying our communities, grounded in new 
relationships, to create change from the grassroots 
level up. We will not rest until women have parity 
and equity at all levels of leadership in society. We 
work peacefully while recognizing there is no true  
 

 
peace without justice and equity for all. HEAR OUR 
VOICE. 
 
Here is a list of chapters for our state that you can join 
to get more information on transportation, meet ups, 
and volunteer opportunities: 
 
Northeast Area (Bradford, Sullivan, Luzerne, 
Schuylkill, Carbon, Monroe, Wyoming, Susquehanna, 
Wayne, Lackawanna and Pike 
Counties): https://www.facebook.com/groups/324059
661297806/ 
 
Southwest Area (Allegheny, Washington, 
Westmoreland, Lawrence, Butler, Armstrong, Indiana, 
Somerset, Fayette, Beaver and Greene 
Counties): https://www.facebook.com/groups/558160
761060372/ 
 
Southeast Area (Lebanon, Lancaster, Chester, 
Delaware, Philadelphia, Montgomery, Bucks, Lehigh, 
Berks and Northampton 
Counties): https://www.facebook.com/groups/116615
9526786897/ 
 
South Central Area (Cambria, Blair, Bedford, 
Huntingdon, Fulton, Franklin, Adams, York, 
Cumberland, Dauphin, Perry, Juniata and Mifflin 
Counties): https://www.facebook.com/groups/546445
825565734/ 
 
North Central Area (McKean, Potter, Tioga, Elk, 
Cameron, Clinton, Lycoming, Clearfield, Centre, 
Union, Snyder, Northumberland, Columbia, Sullivan 
and Montour 
Counties): https://www.facebook.com/groups/334186
566958266/ 
 
Northwest Area (Erie, Crawford, Mercer, Venango, 
Clarion, Jefferson, Forest and Warren 
Counties): https://www.facebook.com/groups/151217
6875465302/ 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/324059661297806/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/324059661297806/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/558160761060372/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/558160761060372/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1166159526786897/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1166159526786897/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/546445825565734/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/546445825565734/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/334186566958266/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/334186566958266/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1512176875465302/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1512176875465302/


The 2017 Peace Ball: Voices of Hope and Resistance 
Thursday, January 19th, 2017 at the 

National Museum of African American History and Culture 

A gathering to celebrate the accomplishments and 

successes of the past 4 years and the vow to continue to be 

the change we want to see in the world. "To be hopeful in 

bad times is not just foolishly romantic. It is based on the 

fact that human history is a history not only of cruelty but 

also of compassion, sacrifice, courage, kindness.  

 What we choose to emphasize in this complex history will 
determine our lives. If we see only the worst, it destroys our 
capacity to do something. If we remember those times and 
places-and there are so many-where people have behaved 
magnificently, this gives us the energy to act, and at least 
the possibility of sending this spinning top of a world in a 
different direction. 
  
And if we do act, in however small a way, we don't have to 
wait for some grand utopian future. The future is an infinite 
succession of presents, and to live now as we think human 
beings should live, in defiance of all that is bad around us, is 
itself a marvelous victory." - Howard Zinn. 

 

Our list of distinguished hosts and guests include: 
Angela Davis 
Alice Walker 
Danny Glover 

Gina Dent 
Amy Goodman 

Ai-jen Poo 
Katrina vanden Heuvel, The Nation 

Sonia Sanchez 
with Special Musical Guests and Live Performances 

 

The 2017 Peace Ball: Voices of Hope and Resistance is a nonpartisan event including food, 
open bar, live music, and dancing. 

All exhibits will be open during the Peace Ball 
 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 19th, 2017 
8 PM - 1 AM 

National Museum of African American History and Culture 
1400 Constitution Ave NW Washington, DC 20560 

purchase tickets now 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yfTv5jqb8vH0QGk6uE2mPUjBECXZ1x27yi1bastG_Or1borPspi5aKre1xS_bthkQ_zdJwsHu6Pv3QzUK4ZZSMb_AbA5xm-62Beb4zHsWGGOMUDBFGDWOlO-a0nbHlfhIN-RJYzG_7tECCURAXNuvimWpBBnSgYH50u4G1UBLoA=&c=_f0UdYes31MVp2HcQ4AwKTf3RXLrZ0pj_bZP-hw7hxS_ltLdTppxMw==&ch=zHkRbUvrlbZDyUFJVYIWpMTid1fnhgq4VNsZAXhwOcgDKId-zWEI3A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yfTv5jqb8vH0QGk6uE2mPUjBECXZ1x27yi1bastG_Or1borPspi5aLoYZacB-ZQepxHhjG1gsGI-19tpTtEPIPdNSUzCN2NTF6MAwOHJE3KaYg2Z7dwybTfrjw7ToG-Er10vDGURMrMregQPKnrS81OcZQaTRHPz2dWSFdZEexJcuc_AmMonqMvHqXjiK5Dd6pAUJ3VaMKWvbnLdrn9LDpjEYp1X4iUsa1ZiRQsI_ic=&c=_f0UdYes31MVp2HcQ4AwKTf3RXLrZ0pj_bZP-hw7hxS_ltLdTppxMw==&ch=zHkRbUvrlbZDyUFJVYIWpMTid1fnhgq4VNsZAXhwOcgDKId-zWEI3A==


 
NEA Peace & Justice Caucus Membership Form 

 

The NEA Peace & Justice Caucus is a members-only internal group and does not speak on behalf of the NEA. 

 

Name _______________________________________ State _________ Service Center __________ 

Address ___________________________________________________________________________ 

City _________________________________________ State _______________ Zip _____________ 

Best Phone ___________________________________ E-Mail _______________________________ 

(A) Membership Category (B) Method of Payment (C) Electronic Newsletter 

_____ $20 National  _____ Cash   _____ Yes 
_____ $10 Student/Retired _____ Traveler’s check _____ No 
_____ $25 Sustaining  Check # ____________ 
 

Make checks payable to: NEA P&J Caucus, 320 Madison Place Dr., Moore, OK 73160 
You can also join at NEAPJ.org 

 
 
 
:   

 

 

 

 

  



NEA Peace & Justice Caucus Board of Directors 
 
   

 
Executive Committee 
 
Chairperson 
Chelsea Foo of Edmond, Oklahoma 
cecfoo@cox.net 
 
Vice-Chairperson 
Noam Gundle of Seattle, Washington 
noamjg@gmail.com  
 
Secretary 
Elise Robillard of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
liber8minds@me.com 
 
Treasurer 
Caleb Allison of Moore, Oklahoma  
maestroallison@gmail.com 
 
Regional Directors 
 
Pacific 
Justin Hughey of Wailuku Hawaii 
hughey2000@aol.com 
 
West 
Katrina Jacobberger of Omaha, Nebraska 
Katrina.jacobberger@gmail.com 
 
Midwest 
Nancy Porter of Iowa City, Iowa 
porternancy@msn.com 
 
Mid-Atlantic 
Lisa Petry-Kirk of Willisburg, Kentucky   
lisakaypk@gmail.com 
 
Northeast 
Chris Guros of Burlington, Vermont 
chrisguros@gmail.com 
 
Southeast 
tba 
 
 
 

 
Coordinators 
 
Newsletter 
Ivy Leichman of Silver Spring, Maryland 
ivyleich@gmail.com  
 
Rhonda Hanson of Accokeek, Maryland 
rhondaccps@gmail.com  
 
 
Booth Sales 
Gretchen Lipow of Alameda, California 
gretchenlipow@comcast.net  
 
Sari Kulberg of Oakland, California 
sjkulberg@gmail.com  
 
Issues (Non-Voting Board Member) 
Bill Balderston of Oakland, California 
bbalderston@earthlink.net  
 
Appointed positions 
 
Webmaster (Non-Voting Board Member) 
 
Paul Mann Student Activist Award 
Mary Prophet 
 
Website:  NEAPJ.org 
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